The final article by Palmer and colleagues reports an investigation of how noise annoyance and aversiveness are affected by a hearing aid (with and without DNR). They compared ratings of noise annoyance and aversiveness by hearing aid users with and without amplification (DNR off and DNR on) to the perception of noise by persons with normal hearing. Amplification was found to increase both noise annoyance and aversiveness ratings, whether DNR was active or inactive. With amplification, perception of noise was similar to that of listeners with normal hearing. The technique of comparing perception of noise with the hearing aid to perception of normal listeners is an interesting one. Gathering this type of information on different hearing aids and sharing this type of information with prospective hearing aid users may help them develop realistic expectations for amplified sound.
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